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GettingBehind A Huddled Little City, Dreaming on the Fringe of Hell TheMailBagof
the Ukraine . ' —

Mystery

T TOOK a long time to map Russia,
geographically, and mnow the
Western world is in the midst of
a4 hurried and difficult attempt to

map Russia—spiritually and physically.
The Ukraine, after months of it in the
headlines, hurled at the world as so
many shells, remains mysterious. A
correspondent for *“The New Stat'es-
man,” the London weekly, writes enter-
tainingly and illuminatingly of this un-
known part of the Russian world:

“The social structure of the Ukraine ex-
plaing its politics. It is & country of the
gize of France, almost exclusively agri-
cultural; practically without uny important
industrial towns except for a few large
ports (Udessi, Nicolaleff); wmuzingly uni-
form in its social structure, with its social
and economie streatification strongly empha-
sized by difference of languages, culiure and
religion. The peasants speak the Little
Russian dinlect which a smull group of
nationaiizt  intelligentsia, professing a
Ukrainian nationality distinet from thst of
the Great Russians, tries to develop into a
separate language.

“Whether a ‘Ukrainian nationality” really
exists iz usually discussed in terms in
which the guestion can receive no ATNEWer.
Were one to ask the average peasant in
the Ukraine his nationality he would an-
gwer that he is Greek Orthodox; if pressed
to say whether he is a Great Russian, a
Pole or a Ukrainian, he would probably re-
ply that he is a peasant; and if one in-
sisted on knowing what languege he spoke
he would say that he talked ‘the local
tongue.” Or even should he say that he is
'"Russky! this answer would hardly pre-
judge the question of & Ukraininn national-
ity; he simply does not think of nationality
in categories designed by the inteiligentsia,

“Or again, if one tried to find out to what
state he dezires to belong, whether he wants
to he ruled by an All-Russian or a sepurate
Ukrainian government, one would tind that
in his epinion all governments are alike a
nutsance, and that it would be best if the
‘Christian peasant folk’ were loft to them-
selves.

“All the hig landowners and practically
the entire Christiun population of the
towns speak cither Polish ‘or Great Nus-
gian. There are no more Ukrainiun nub
men and big landowners in the Ukraine than
there 15 a Nonconformist l&r'.ﬁlm:rm'}' in
Great Britain—the Ukrainian may rige to
liigher rank, but he then ceases to be what
his fathers were, Tg give but o few ex-
amples: The notorious reactionary Durnovo
(the father-in-law of the new Ukrainian
dictator, Hetman Skoropadskyi, the Octo-

brist Rodzianko, the Cadet Terestehenko, |

were #ll of Ukrainian extraction, but none
of them thought or thinks himself essen-
tially different from the Great Russians
As a rule, it sufficed for the Ukrainian
peasant to leave his village community in
order to lose his marked provincial pecu-
larities and his dislect. The larger part of
the tchinovniks and the school teachers
and priests in the Ukraine speak Great Rus-

This peaceful spot is almost within the compass of the roar of battle, though as vet it shows no sivns 6 war's blight.

5 It is a tiny island called Isola dei Pescatori, or

Island of the Fishermen, and is situated in Lake Maggiore, ltaly.,
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HEY have been « long time coming
overseas, these two, hut the visit-
ors are here at last, and Nenette
and Rintintin must soon become

as good friends for us as they aure for
FParis, where they adorn every baulevard,
John Walker Harrington writes in “The
Evening Post Magazine' that they may
aiready be found at Uplon and Camp
Meade, and the stores are selling them
by the thousands. In France they have
brought wanderful luck. Foch is only an
instrument of the gods, the true Parisian
will tell you, [t is Nenette and Rintintin
who have heen their true ambagsadory,
and the Boche flees from them as from
the plague. Mr. Harrington explaing their
utihity:
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and the same time the Quakers and
Phuenicians of Islam.
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DaliasT}oes lnw for

“g ing-Song"

BWIHAT community singine does for

Dindlas News," which chronicles the fol-

“Uauiht in the wave of a movement that
is sweeping the esuntry from north to south
and from ehst to west, Dalles eitizens re-
eently under the direction of Mr, Sam Losh
enjoyed their first
nity song festival,

The sing-song wis held

supe 1h 000 ]lil'U]'I]" attended and took part
Paopular airs and patrviet)
ntelodies muode up the gre:
The value of theee community
sang festivals 18 not to he underrated,
peace times they do much ta cultivate that
af neighborliness
that is instinet in the hreasts of us all, hut
that, unfortunately, in the hurey and hustle
of city life, i tco often plossed over with
a surface of self-sufficiency and indiffer-
But in war times their value to rom-
munity life i even greate

| to's “Mefi

for in meetinge
together this way and singing the songs of
their country the people unconsecionsly bol-
ster up and insure that intangible quality
uf mutual confidence anid optimism that we
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[.a Scala Comes to Life
1 OR the first time in its history Haly's
famous  opera house, La  Scals

of Milan, was elosed for the whole of the

spason of 718, owing to eonditioms
caunsed by the war, The announcement
1= new made throwgh “The Musical Cot-

rier’ that the vommis of directors,

made up of Maestro Tullio Sevatin, Engl
necr Seandiani, Mario Sammarco, the
barytone, and Itale Vieentini, has made
arrangements to reopen the house. The
coming season will begin in the middle af

Septemiber-and continue for three months

Net profits ave to go to help war orpha

wounded soldiers so muilated as to he
unable to help themselves; and to the fund
for the azsistance of vperdiic artists im
poverished through the war.

The impo b move

1] tne Sedson

promises to be “Nave,!" hy Italo Mont
mezzi, whese “L'Amere dey tre Re™ isthe
une real success i Italiun opera sinee
weludedm
the repertory are “Alda,”“ Don Pasquale,”
Rossini’s *Mose™ (swwhiel will open the ses:

sofin honor of its centenntal), and Boi
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“Tosea.” Fumiliae works to be

tofele” (in honor of its sem
centennial and in memory of the com:
poser, who has just died). There are tobe
two novelties by compozers quite un
ar, ¥a
“(Ghs
Wilan com

known on this side of the v
vara’s "Urania” and Bi
mmonda,
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Distinctive Plans for
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Some sugpestions for acrial sportsmen after the war, Every man who now specializes in racy
roadsters will probably have his own ideas and designs for the aerial racer and copy them from
the birds.  The suggestions have been taken from “Aerial Age Weekly.,” The lawyers ma)
biossam out with imitations of the owl, the ‘plane of the clergy will be marked by its solemn
and stately dines, while the “flapper’s” airship will boast its furbelows.—From Aviatioas



